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American Chemical Services s Yisted on the NPL update as a aroup 7 site.
This site has a Hazard Ranking Score of 34.92. The site is located approxi-
mately N.5 miles south of Griffith, Inrdiana 1n the center of Section 2,
Towmship 35 Morth, Range 9 test, Lake County, Indiana. A wetland {s located
2,000 feet to the northeast of this site and Turkay Creek {s anrroximatelv
ona mile to the southeast.

The primary hneiness of American Chemical Services from 1955 to 12F8 was
solvent reclamation and some custaon hlendine of cherical., lnrecoverable
sti1l bottons were stored temporaily in a lacoon and Vater denosited in
their landfi11, The landfill was also vsed to dispose of trash and
unreclairable solidififed materfals. ACS onerzted two incinerators from
1862 to 1978 until thev were closed by the ISBH.

Apnroximately twe million callons of chemicals were incincrated per vear
as well as still bottoms cenerated by the solvent reclamation nrosram,
The hottom ash that was aenerated hy this fncinerator was disnesesd in
the landfil1 froe 1969 to 1878. Durina the 1970's, ACS henan other
procescinn activities which included the prodicticn (19072) nf "Amntone”,
a gqasoline additive and “Epcrol®, a plasticizer.

12;3 ACS had two majcr disrosal areas on site until 1375 when thev volunterily
storred usina them, The lacoon which acted as a temporary storags area,
- is located ¥n the nortlwest arca of the plant. The Taonon drained {nto
a wetland area to the northvest, which drains into Turkey lun Creel.
The lancdfill that was located in the area was closad 1n 1275 and canpe?
with clay. Two settlinc ponds are also Yocated within this sfte.

The shellow aquifer bere2th the site is contaninated with pentacholora-
phenol, benzene, toluene, vinyl chloride, 1,1,1-trichloroethane, and other
orgainic conpounds., Fortunately, the majority of the 10,000 peonle residing
within three miles of the site use the lower aquifer for drinkino purposes,
The anuifers are separsted by a supposedly continous 15 to 25 foot thick
layer of silty clay till. The site 1s mantled by a medium to coarse silty
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sand. The static water tahle 1n the unconfinad 2quifer fs shallow rarcine
from 3 to 23 fe=ot {n depth. The clay ti1Y, whick separates the cortp={nated
surface aquifer from the deeper drinkinc wvater aquifer has a relatfvely

Tow tvdraulic conductivity of 2.2 x14-/ ¢r/gec., SVYow oroundiater lesvace
ketueen the twn weter bezrinn uynfte 4s possihle, even considerino this
relatively Tou permeability fo the clay ti1Y laver., Tho groundeeter flow
girection 1s prirarily northwestardly along the unner sandclav ti11 contact,

Present Status

A Yorkplan Hencrandur, discussing the Scone of ¥nark to be undertsien at

the sfte, has been signed off on already. U.S. EPR's coentractor is presantly
putting the Workplan tocether and should ba completed by the middle of June
{f everythinc proceeds as scheduled, Most of the Vortplan has slready been
delayad by two weers hecause of the bad wether thet occurred in Jamary of
1825, James Yarpno, presfident of ACS, requested that §.S, EPA renotiete with
hin first, recarding a Workplan cnncernine 2 RI/FS, before any other ocnarators
were contacted. This was to nrotect his business. Mr, Tarnc hasr't yet to
date Sft up an anpofnt-ert to manctiate g NI/FS with U.S. EPA. Instead,

B.S. EPA will prohahly have tn send out notice Yetters to all possihly
responeie parties {oenerators) drvelved, The Techrical Asefetance Tean
(TAT) conducted a site assessmnt of ACS on ¥aveaher 272G, 10R4, gnd found the
sfta mot to be vezarded as an emarzency removal sftiziion g¢ thic tine,
Further contacts with the State of Indiane reczrding thie site shall stild

he ncina on for ar frdafinjte time porind,

1'r honeful, after neootiatfons beoin t0 commence and/or after the Worknlar
is counloted, & F1/FS will proceed as socr as nossihle,
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